Make a Guide
A popular trend in birding is the construction of regional field guides. The Make a Guide feature of the Percevia web site allows people to create custom guides that can be generated as a PDF and printed out on any standard printer or custom printed and delivered in bound format. The advantage of this is that custom books (or fold out cards can be created that serve the needs of the user perfectly, for example a local guide can be created for a park, specific hiding trail, a certain state, a user group, just the hawks, and so on. The customization allows the creation of a custom cover with the any bird image, title, name of area covered, and the creator's name. The guides are created as PDF files that are downloaded and printed out. They can be distributed as ebooks. There will most likely be a keycode that will unlock them to prevent people from making books and reselling them.
The Make a Guide feature will be available to subscribers of the site as one of several incentives to sign up for a yearly subscription. In addition there will be many other subscription based features available that will prompt a subscriber to make Percevia there destination site, but this is one of the most powerful and compelling.

This document describes how the Make a Guide (MAG) wizard works. 
Select Format

There are three formats available, each a different size and containing different amounts of data.

1. Large format coffee table book. 

a. 8 inch x 10 ¼ inch book that can hold all the information in the database for each species in two full pages per species. The left page contains a plate of the male, female and juvenile and the right page contains all the data including a range map.

2. Medium format field guide. 

a. 5 inch x 8 inch book suitable for taking in the field. The right page contains images of five birds in five rows and the left page contains five paragraphs in five rows containing the Overview, size, wingspan and weight. 

3. Small format folding card. 
a. 16 3/8 inch by 12 ¾ inch card made up of six panels that folds to a compact 5 ½ x 6 ¾ inch format. Each panel contains 12 male birds with a paragraph under the images containing the size of the bird and the Overview information.
Select Organization of Book
After the user selects a format the wizard presents a list of all the birds in the database and a drop down "organizational" menu. This menu lets you select how the birds will be presented in the book: alphabetically (A - Z) or by family (Loons, Grebes, to Old World Sparrows). 

Select Birds to Include in Book
The user can now select what birds will appear in the book. They can "Select All" to choose all birds, or use the wizard to select only specific birds, such as those seen in the backyards of New York, or the swamps of south Florida. The wizard starts this process by using a set of filters to select the content. 
The birds are listed in an expandable tree menu. The major nodes are Location (state, province, etc) family, shape, backyard birds. Each node in the tree has a check box and a select all and deselect all boxes. This allows the user to select say "all birds in California", or "all Backyard Feeder" birds. If a bird has been selected in a previous node it will automatically be deselected if it's selected in a new node.
Select Data to include on Species Page

This will present the users choice for page design and allow them to include or exclude as much information as can fit on the page. So for example if they chose the large format coffee table book, a list of all the information that can be placed on the page will be presented. On another window they will see the way the page looks and as they select items these will appear on the page.

They can also select the font size and style at this screen. The amount of information selected will dynamically adjust the font so it will never be clipped on the page.

Select Miscellaneous

Here the user selects and specifies

1. Title of the book

2. Cover image

3. Region covered

4. Author name

5. Organization name

The Percevia copyright notice will always appear on the cover.

Technical Summary
1. Phase I

a. PDF Library

i. Accepts XML and xslt as inputs

ii. PDF templates via XSLT(XSL:FO)

iii. Outputs PDF to a stream

b. Possible 3rd party PDF components

i. http://www.tallcomponents.com/Default.aspx?id=licensing
ii. http://www.aspose.com/Products/Aspose.Pdf/Intro/Overview.html
c. Very Simple Test Application that uses the class library

2. Phase II

a. Web front end

i. Select format

1. Based on xslt templates. 

a. Large Template

b. Medium Template

c. Small Card template

2. Able to add additional formats

ii. Book Organization

1. Group by Family, the ordered Alphabetically

2. Alphabetically

iii. Included birds

1. Utilizes model and filtering

2. Can include all birds matching a filter.

3. Can select single birds

iv. Included data

1. Select attributes to include

2. Number of Attributes allowed to be included is based on the format selected.

3. Preview button that brings up window that applies the xslt to the xml and displays to the user in a browser

v. Miscellaneous Info

1. Title of Book

2. Cover Image

3. Region Covered

4. Author Name

5. Organization name

vi. Generates xml based on Organization, included birds, included data, and misc info.

vii. Passes xml and xslt to pdf component, and streams it to the browser

